Life and Letters

his language is sometimes abruptly and effec-
tively broken by an unusual or a colloquial
word, so his pervasive, easy tolerance now
and then yields. Something hard comes into
sight, like black rocks under a smooth sea ;
self-4tnowledge, determination, a settled,
though usually concealed, contempt for the
complacent stupid, and the pretentious super-
ficial. But he never loses his self-control.

It would be easy to supplement this brief
catalogue of some of Mr. Asquith's qualities
with a list of the qualities which he does not
possess. He has little, no doubt, in common
with Rousseau, Shelley, and John the Baptist;
like the rest of us, he is something and not
something else. But, reading this too slight
collection, one remembers the superb general-
isation that " conference maketh a ready
man, reading a full man, and writing an exact
man " ; and one feels that the three processes
have here been operating, with uniform success,
in one person.